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- The Honorable Vernon A. Williams, Secretary
. Surface Transportation Board

Office of the Secretary

Case Control Unit

Attn: Finance Docket No. 34963

1925 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20423-0001

 Re: STB Finance Docket 34963, |
' James Riffin, DBA the Raritan Valley Connecting Railroad - :
Acquisition and Operation Exemption on Raritan Valley Connecting Track

-

Dear Secretary WiIIviams:'

New Jersey Transit Corporatioh (“NJ TRANSIT"), submits this letter to clarify certain faéts
in connection with the above referenced Notice of Exemption filed by James Riffin, d/b/a.
The Raritan Valley Connecting Railroad with respect to the Raritan Valley connecting track.

NJ TRANSIT is-a non-carrier and an instrumentality of the State of New Jersey created to
provide safe, reliable, convenient and cost-effective mass transportation throughout New
Jersey. Pursuant to the Rail Passenger Service Act (‘RSPA”) and the Northeast Rail

"Service Act of 1981 (“NERSA"), Conrail and NJ TRANSIT entered into a Transfer
Agreement on September 1, 1982 which provided for the transfer of responsibility for the
operation of rail passenger commuter service in New Jersey from Conrail to NJ TRANSIT
effective January 1, 1983. As provided in the Transfer Agreement, on December 31, 1982,
Conrail granted NJ TRANSIT perpetual, irrevocable, non-exclusive easements for
operating commuter service over the New York Branch of the former Reading Company , (
Line Code 0326, now known as the CSX West Trenton Line). In 1995 Conrail sold a
portion of this line (the portion between MP 57.25 and MP 58.5) to Mr. Joseph C. Horner.
The conveyance to Joseph C. Horner was subject to *...any easements or agreements of
record or otherwise affecting the Premises.” -

NJ TRANSIT is currently engaged in studies for the restoration of commuter rail service to
West Trenton over the New York Branch of the former Reading Company right of way
between Milepost 32.0 +/- and Milepost 58.5 +/-, which includes the subject property. As
has been previously mentioned by other parties, this same line segment has been the
. subject of a number of previous filings before the STB. NJ TRANSIT has previously dealt
with representatives of these other parties to ensure that there would be compatibility
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~ between the proposed commuter rail service and existing or planned rail freight service.
‘While we have every expectation of continuing such a dialogue with Mr. Riffin or any other
prospective owner who might acquire and/or operate this line, we want to ensure that the
STB is aware of NJ TRANSIT's rights and ensures that they are not affected in any way by
its approval of this petition.

Sincerely,

o

. rawal
Assistant Executive Director
Corporate Strategy, Policy, and Contracts

C. James Riffin.
Richard A. Allen
Michael E. Allen
Christopher A. Mills
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: B ’ NJT Easement

after referred to’ as the. Grantor, -,

12/29/82
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+T, .ade the 3lst day of Decaw-

COMESLIDATED Fall. .’:.’JRPOPA'I'ION- ’

A corporation ovrganized and existing under the laws

. of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, haviné an office at Six

Penn Center Plaza, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103, herein-

COuUNTY &
CONSIDERATICN
REALTY THANSFER FEE

OATES IS 5 v

'3 and !

NEW JERSEY TRANSIT CORPORATION

A body corporate and ﬁclitic_and an instrumentality

of the State of New Jersey, hévinq an office at McCarter High-

way and Market sﬁreet, MNewarlk, New‘Jérsey 07101, hereinafter

‘referred to as the Grantee.

WITMESSETRB:

WHEREAS, thr Rail Passenger Service Act ("RPSA")
and the Northeast Rail Service Act of 1981 ("NERSA") require
that a transfer agreemsnt be entered into between Gfantor-and

Grantee; and
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WHEREAS,‘Grantof and Grantee have entergd-iﬁto a
certain transfer agreement ("the Transfer Agreement") dated

as pf~September.1, 1982; and

QHEREAS) the Transfer Agreement prcvides that

.Grantor shall transfer certzin prspertiz: to Crantee; reserve. .

:;tnt;;,itself-dertain easemants with Tespect o the properties
-. transferred, and grant to the Grantee cervsain 2asemedls with
respett to other property of

WESREAS, by

™y

eorEd 3uch other greperzy te Grzhcg:s and raserv/ad untco. LIsel

certain easements with respect theréto; and

WEEREAS, this Easement Agreement 'is a transfer pur=-
. -Suant to Sections 1137 and 1153 of NERSA, pursuant to which
-Grantoxr grants fo Grantee the easements provided fér_in the

Transfer Agreement; and

»L‘“ ' WHEREAS, as used herein, the following additional
terms shali hayé‘the déaning specified in this recital:

(1) "Abandonment".shall mean, in the case of
q;antbf, the formal abandqﬁment of Freight Service (as here-
Jinafter‘defined); and, in the case of Grantée,_the permdnent'

. .cessation of all Commuter Service (as.hereinaftér defihéd);

R o (2) "Commuter Service" shall mean the opera-

tion of Grantee's commuter rail service;
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(3) "Freight Service" shall mean-the operation
‘ . . . ¥ .
~its successors in interest or its assignees,

by ‘Grantor, inde=~

pendent contractors or agents, of contract or common carrier

freight service, including but not limited to operation of .

freighc trains (including mail’ aﬂd express krains), special.
cars, Locomotives and other 6n_track symiomeEnt.

NCW, THEREFCRE, =tzh= .said Zrantor, for and in ccn-
sideracicn »I che sum of ONE DOLLAR (51.00), unzo i= well and
=ralv zaid v the zaid Grantes, ac oo befsre the szezling and

sresents, the
acknowledged, does by these presents grant to the Girantee:

Perpetual, irrevocable, non-exclusive easements over

Grantor's rail linés identified on Exhibit A, attached hereto
+:as a part hereof, for trackage rights for operating Commuter
1982,

L_Servide‘ekisting'as Ef September 1, provided, however,

.that (1) the use of such eesehents shall be in accordance with
‘and subject to the terms and conditions set fosth in a ceffain
trackage rights agreement entered into or to be entered into

- By and between Grantor and Grantee pufsuant to Section 9.01
of the Transfer Agreement; (2) sueh easements shall be exer-
cised 50 as not to enterfere unreasonably with Freight Service;
~€3) such easements are assignable for such purpose only to
Grantee S successors and assigns which operate such Commuter
. Service or any'pert thereof and its and their respective inde-

‘ ‘pendent contractors cor agents; and (4) each such easement
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shall terminate and automatically revert,to'crantof,'ifs
'sﬁECesso:e or assigns, upon the Abandonment of Commuter Ser=-
vice over that easemeet.

All of the covenants of the Grantor and Grantee

. respectlvely shall be deemed to be real covenants and shall

run with the land
The words "Grantor" and "Grantee",used herein shall .
. be construed as if zhey read "Crantors” and "Trantees,” re-

spectively, whenéver ths senss 5£ rhis linstrument so. reguires

vl

.. and, whether singuiar or plural! such words shall be deemed
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parties, unless the contrary is specifically

indicated herein. . .

=

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Grantor has caused
,-th1s Deed: of Easement to be duly executed the day and year

first above written.

" SEALED AND DELIVERED  *CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION

. 'in the Presence of Us: . /(& :Q}/
ER . : By: Cﬁ@A/LLAZQEE? CAAL«u\d

“Susan L. Bassett R;chard C. Sullivan
8 . Its. Vice President, Passenger
Service
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"~ hereof.

WITNESS:

g

Susan L. Bassett

't -, Susan L. Bassett

{
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SEY fRANsIT
CORJORATION

. The Grantee joins in and acceﬁts this Deed of Ease-
ment and agrees to be bound by the terms and conditions
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,-SSég;ant EXEFU'iVe Director
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Wirsctor of Financiadel,
Administration
CRPORATE SEAL) .,.5°°

Warrin

c. Tone
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| I AL e ‘ . 12,/31/82
| I YL ) -f , - New York Branch

ExﬁIBtr A

- AN easement over all ‘that line of rallroad known as
jthe former Readlng Railroad New York Branch, identified as
“Line Code 0326 in the records of the United States Railway As-
_.soc1atlon, situate in the Counties of Mercer and Somerset

more specifically descrlbed as follows: :

C o TR IR i

BEGINNING at” thé"southerly termlnus of the station
< oroperty at.West Trenton, at or near Milepost 32.0, in the
- ’ -_fmun cipality .of Ewing, thence extending generally northerly
e .. through the municipalities of Peanington and Heopewell, thence
] . .7 Jiato. Somerset County, - through the Municipalit:es of. Mont-~
2 o gumery, 1llsourough Manv1lle, Bridgevater and Bound Brook
: ' -o the point »f connection at or near HMilepost 8.4 w1fh the
tate of Hew Jers=y Rarjitan Valley Line.
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CMUNICIPALITY OF _ SEE ATTACHED LIST

1 " BLOCK NO. LOT NO.
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IZ. Readinq‘New York Branch Eassment

Mercar County

Ewing

'Pennidthn

Hopewe11 Boro.
i}

Hopewé11 Two.

‘Somerset Co.
Hi11sborough

) .

1

Montgomery

Manville

Bridgewater .

Block §-342
Block S5-366

Block 389
Block _ 472
Block 2
Block 4
Block 16
Block 2
Block 91
-Block 85
Block 58
Block 48
- Black = 37
B8lack 34
"Block - 21
. Block 7
B8lock 3
3lock i
Block 202
Block 201
Block 2008
‘Block 199
Block 182
Block 183
Block™ 10
- Block N
Block 12
Block 149
Block 148
Block 150 °
Block = 151
Block 143
Block 142
Block 65
Block 4007
Block 14001

Block. 15001
Block 24001
Block 11001

- Block 25001

Block 5002
Block - 313
Block . 281
B}ock 6102
Block - l 1

" Lot
- Lot

‘Lot
Lot
Lot
Lot
Lot
Lot

Lot
Lot
Lot
Lot
Lot
Lot
Lot
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Lot 2

Lot

" Lot

Lot

ur

}

66, 36

[ PR

w2216 w221




